VoL IT, 


XII. 





97 


MEMOIRS 
LITERATURE. 





Monpay, March 31, 1712. 





ss 


IL. 


Hertfordthire has lately produced an ex- 
traordinary Phenomenon. I call it 
Extraordinary, becaufe the like has 
not been feen in England , mor bard- 
ly in any other Part of Europe thefe 
many Years. An Old Woman bas 
been tried for Witchcraft in that Coun- 
rs and found Guilty by the Fury. 1 
hall nat give am Account of a Book 
relating to that Trial: It will be read 
by all Curious Gentlemen, I {hall on- 
ly fay that 1 have been very well 
Plealed with {ome Paffages of the Wife 
and Learned ‘Fudge, who fat upon the 
Bench, There ws in the Hiftory of 
the Life and Reign of King 
‘fames 1. by Arthur Wilfon, Efq; 
under the Year 1617. a Remarkable 
Paffage, which I fhall infert bere. 


¢ BOUT this time there was a Boy 
A * born at Bilfon %,whofe Farher, 

‘ Mother, Neighbours, and ma- 

‘ny other People, with Admiration, did 
‘ ebfolutely think poflefs'd with a Devil ; 





% In Stafordhhire, 
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for he had ftrange, fudden, violent, diftort- 
ing Fi:s, that appeared to all the Beholders 
contrary to Nature; and being not full 
Fifteen Years old,it could not be imagined 
that any thing of Impofture could refule 
from him, and therefore the Fame of it 
was the more Remarkable. 
* The Jefuies (that are the beft Phyfici- 
ans in fuch Diftempers) hearing of it, vifi- 
ced the Boy, prayed by him, and ufed fuch 
other Charms and Exorcifms , as are fit to 
make them be admired ; giving his Parents 
good Hope of difpoffefling him of that 
foul Spirit, by which might palpably be 
difcerned , how much God's Power was 
exprefied in their Weaknefs , and diffe. 
rence the Truth and Holinefs between 
theCarholickReligion, and the Herefy pro- 
fe fled amongProteftants, So that they that 
heard them (as many reforted to the Place} 
muft needs take them for very Holy Men, 
by whom fuch Wonders were to be ac- 
complifhed. The Jefuits vifited him of. - 
ten, fometimes in Private, fometimes in 
Company ; but this kind of Spirit would 
not be commanded by them, fo that they 
grew almoft defperate of the Cure. 
* The Boy in his Fits would rave againft 
an Old Woman dwelling near to his Fae 
ther, intimating by Signs and ghaftly Be. 
haviour, that fhe had fene a Spirit to tor 
ment him ; and in plain Terms (when he 
was out of his Firs) accufed her to bea 
Witch, and the Author of all his Mifery, 
This Old Woman is fent to the Bithop’, 
N Chas 


- 
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‘ pappily then on the 


Chancellor at Litchfield to be examined : 


The Boy-is broughe thither to confront: 


her ; and having his Back towards her, at 
her coming into the Room, where the 
Chancellor was, before fhe yet enter’d or 
appear'd, he falls into a moft bitter Ago- 
ny crying out, New fhe comes , now my Tor- 
mentor comes, Wreathing and tearing him- 
felf in fo horrid a manner, that it did not 
only breed Amazement but Pity in the 
Spe&ators, there being many with Expe- 
ation attending the Iifue ; which , with 
fome other Probabilities, were an Induce- 
ment tothe Chancellor to fend the Wo- 
man to Stafford-Gaol. 

* At the next Affizes for that County, the 
Boy and his Parents appeac as Witneffes 
againft the Witch The Boy was placed 
in a confpicuous Part of the Court, wich 
his Face to the Bench, eying the Judge 
contigually im a very peaceable and quiet 
Pofture; and as the Woman was comin 
in (when the Court thoughr it impoffible 
the Boy fhould be fenfible of her Appear. 
ance ) he fell into a more raging Fit than 
ever he was pofleifed with before: So ftus 
pendioufly unnatural,that ic was deem’db 
al! that faw it, that nothing but a diaboli- 
cal Spirit could work fuch horrid Effects. 
This, thus openly a€ted, and the Relation 
of what was done at Litchfield , and other 
Probabilities evidencing, the Old Woman 
(chat had no good Reputation among her 
Neighbours, being of a peevifh and froward 
Temper, incident to old Age) found few 
Friends to plead her Caufe ; fo that being 
inditted for Witchcraft, the was found 


Guilty by the Jury, and condemn’d to 


die. 

* Dr, Morton, Bifhop of that Diocefe, a 

great Father of rhe 7 Church, (and 
ench about fecular 


‘ Affairs) hearing that fome Romi{b Priefts 


had been tampering with their Exorcifms, 


* to the undevilling of rhe Boy; and finding 
S hitcle nanee prodaced » why, or for what 


* Caufe, the 
‘ ll, was perfuaded that this might be fome 


‘ miraculous Ends 


itch fhould ufe che Child fo 


juggling Trick in them, for effe:ting their 
He therefore befought 


* the Judge to reprieve the Woman till the 
‘next Affize, and he would take the Boy 
‘home with him, have him carefully and 


7 


‘ frictly look’d to, and doubted not before 
shat time to find out the Bottom of fome 
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fecret and hidden Contrivance. The Judge 
aflented to the Bifhop’s Requeft’, and ito 
che Boy was carried to Eeclefpal Caftle, the 
Bifhop’s Houfe, whither his Fits followed 
him with a great deal of Violence : For 
being put out of his Road ( having for- 
merly all forts of People to admire him, 
and now being more carefully look’d to) 
he grew fullen, and would not eat fome- 
times in two or ‘three Days ; fo. that his 
Belly was almoft clung, and grown to his 
Back, and he had a new Swelling about his 
Throat, which never appeared before ; lay 
in his Bed, fometimes as it wee fenfelefs, 
fometimes ftaring with his Eyes, and foam- 
ing atthe Mouth, fometimes ftriking thofe 
that ftood near him (his own careful Mo- 
ther being one , whom he made all Black. 
about the Arms and Breafts;) never {poke 
but in his Fits, and then a ftrange Gibbe- 
rifh ; at other times he only muttered, 
and made Signs. The Bifhop vifited him 
often, ftriving fometimes to foften him 
with Gent enetfs ;at other times he handled. 
him roughly , with Objurgation and 
Threatnings ; but his ill Spirit is capable 
of neither. He fpoke to him one time 
fome of the Greek Teftament, to fee how 
that would work , and it brought him in- 
to his Fic. At another time he uttered fome 
Verfes out of the Greck Poets, which his 
Devil was not fo learned as to diftinguith, 
for that put him into a Fit again ; fo that 
the Bifhop was confirmed that he was an 
Impoftor of a moft pernicious and perti- 
nacious Spirit ; but how to conjure it out 
of him, was the Difficulty. And finding 
Words and Menaces made no Impreffion 
on him, he fell co.Blows ; for taking him 
out of his Bed , and having one to hold 
him, the Bifhop gave him Six very {mart 
Lathes witha Rod, which moved.the Boy 
no more than if he had been an infenfible 
Stock. They alfo thruft Needles into his 
Toes and Fingers, betwixt the Nails, clapt 
burning Candles to his Eye-lids, till they 
finged the Hair off, to divert him when 
he was in his Fits ; but withall their Per- 
fecutions he neither winch’d’ nor ftire’d ; 
fo that the Attors were more. troubled to 
execute than lie to fuffer. 

* And in this Condition growing almoft 
defperate, he would make Sipns for Knives, 
or any other Inftrumenc, to do himfelf a 
Mifchief: Therefore ftrigt Care was ryed 

. ‘ 



















and many watchful 4 fet over him, 
to prevent any fuch Danger. Thus he 
continued almoft a Quarter of a Year; at 
latt his Urine grew fo black, that the Phy- 
ficians thought Nature had left her ufual 
operations, having never found in any Hu- 
man Body fo much aduft Matter, to give 
fo deep and deadly a Tin&ure. 

‘ This {truck the good Bifhop very near ; 
for he was certain the Prieits had been 
hammering about him, and now, if he 
fhould mifcarry under his Hand, thofe 
Mint-mafters of Mifchief would in their 
dark Shops coin fuch Scandals againft him, 
as might pafs current in the World’s Opi- 
nion. Therefore he ufed all the means he 
couldpoffible, as well to preferve him, as 
to difcover him ; but finding the Boy en. 
dure fo many Trials with Patience, fo 
much tough Hardfhip and Robuftnefs in 
tender Years, he refolved, if his Water 
continued Black, to fift the Matter no fur- 
ther. To find out which, he fet a trutty 
Servant to watch him through a Hole, thac 
look’d into the Chamber upon the Bed, 
which the Boy knew not of. The Bifhop 
going one Morning with his Family to a 
Lefture, all things were very fill in the 
Houfe ; and the Boy finding all quiet, no 
Noife about him, he lifts himfelf up, ftares, 
and liftens, and at length gets out of his 
Bed, and in the Straw or Mat under ic 
takes out an Inkhorn, and makes Water in 
the Chamber-pot through a Piece of the 
Cotton in his Hand; another little Piece 
of the Cotton he puts into his Prepuce, 
covering ic with the Skin, and thac was 
for a Referve, if he thould be forced to 
make Water when Company is by. Thus 
having cunningly put himfelf in order, he 
hides the Inkhorn again, and returns to 
his Bed. 

‘ The Man that was appointed to watch 
him. feeing all this, difcovered it to the 
Bifhop at his coming home, who came to 
him prefently, and ask’d him how he did ? 
He, according to his ufual Manner, point- 
ed to his Water, looked ghaftly on it, and 
muttered out his old howling Tone. The 
Bifhop, that meant now to deal roundly 
with him, faid, Sirrah, you have Ink in 
your Bed-Straw, which you make ule of 
to black your Water, and your Knavery 
is found out; and calling in his Man, he 
took out the Inkhorn cen the Boy had 
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hid it, and the Man juftified , that -he faw 
him make Water through che Corton ; 
which [ with the Bifhop’s threatning to 
fend him to the Houfe of Corre&ion ] 
ftrack the Boy with fuch a fudden Terror, 
that he rofe from his Bed, fell upon his 
Knees, and humbly befought the Bithop 
to.pardon him, and he would difcover to 
him the whole Truth, And as he put on 
his Cloaths, the Bifhop laid open the Grie- 
voufnefs of his Sin, which wrought fo 
upon his Spirit, that he melted iato Tears, 
crying to God for Mercy —__.” 

* Then he confeffed, a Pedlar with a Pack 
on his Back met him when he was going 
to School, and with many enticing Words 
perfwaded him to go to Mr. Giffira’s 
Houfe, affuring him of good Entertain- 
ment ; and by his Allurements he wenc 
thither with him. There he found Four 
Romifb Priefts, who gave him Money, and 
many fair Words ; promifing him great 
Matters, if he would be conformable to 
their Inftru&tions. They were Three 
Days teaching him how to demean himie!t, 
and after he was well cutor'd , and had 
practifed his Tricks there privately, thea 
they fent him home to his Father ( who 
thought he had been loft, and was mich 
troubled for him ) to exercife them in a 
He came home in a 
very diftracted Manner, to the Amaze- 
ment of his Parents, aad in fhort time 
drew much Company to vifit-him; and 
his Parents bejng poor, got Money from 
many charitable os Bs which did en- 
courage him to periift in that wer. But 
when the Fame of his being poffefled with 
an Evil Spirit was fufficiently bruited 
abroad, the Priefts came to difpoffefs him; 
but he found fo much Sweetnefs in the 
Eafe and Profit of chat Life, that he 
would not be difenchanted by them, tho’ 
they charmed never fo cruelly ; for. they 
beat him, and pinch’d him, and ufed him 
bitterly ill, to make him defift. Thus 
were ba Deceivers deceived, The Bifhop 
ask’d him , why he accufed the poor old 


‘ Woman of Witchcraft? He anfwered, the 
* Pricfts told him he muft lay 


the Caule of 
‘ his being poflefs’d upon fome old Woman, 


‘ and the being known to him, and of a 


Humour, he fixed it on her. 
ask’d him, how he came 
‘its a little before the Wo- 

N 3 ma 


‘ {colding 
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man appeared in the Room, both at her 
Examination and Arraignment, his Back 
being towards her? For the Firft, at 
Litchfield, he faid, he heard fome about 
him mutter, She is bere; which made him 
cry out, She comes, She comes; and for the 
Second, at Stafford, he heard the People 
remove, and her Chains gingle, as the 
came, which gave him the Sign. Laftly, 
he was ask'd, how he made his Throat 
fwell ? And he thewed it was by thrufting 
his Tongue ( being very ste ba down his 
Thréat, which Trick he found out himfelf; 
the reft were taught him by the Priefts. 
Thus did the Bifhop preferve an innocent 
old Woman condemned by the Law to 
die, difcover the abominable Forgeries of 
the Priefts, and convert a wicked Boy, 
whom afterwards he bound Apprentice, 
and proved a good Man. This Story I 
heard from the Bifhop’s own Mouth, al- 
moft Thirty Years before it was inferted 
* here. 
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I hope the Readers will fot be difpleafed to 
find bere an Account of the folowing Book, 





Il. 


DISCOURS des Sorciers, &c. 


hat is, A DISCOURSE concerning 
Sorcery and Witchcraft, taken from 


the Trials of many Sorcerers ana 


Witches, who have been condemned 
within thefe TwoYears iw theDiftriét of 
$t. Oyan de Joux, otberwi/e call’d 
St. Claude in Franche Comte. 
Rouen, &¢. 1603. in 120, pag. 306. 


HH” Boguet, Grand Judge of the Town 
and Diftri& of St. Claude in Franche 
Come, isthe Author of this Book. It ap- 
pears from the feveral Appiobations prefixed 
to ic, and dated in 1G6or. that it was firf 
printed in that Year. The Author dedica- 
ted this Difcourfe to the Archbifhop of Be- 
zancen , and compares the noble Exploits of 
thas Prelate in the Profecution of Sorcerers 
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and Witches, with the Warlike AGiions of 
his Three Brothers againit the Enemies of 
the State. He declares in his Preface, thar 
he defires every body jhould know be ts a {worn 
Enemy to Sorcerers and Witches, and that be 
will never [pare them , both on Account of their 
execrable Abominations, and becaafe their Num- 
ber increafes every Day. This Judge was a 
very credulous Man: The leaft Depofirion, 
tho’ never fo doubtful and inconofiderable, 
sppeared to him an undeniable Proof of 
Witchcraft. He informs us, how he pro- 
ceeded in the Trials of feveral Men and 
Women accufed of chat Crime; and there. 
fore his Difcourfe is one of the moft Au. 
thentick Pieces thac can be had, to know all 
the Particulars relating to Sorcerers and 
Witches. 


On the sth of Jane, 1598. Louife Mailat 
of a Village call’d Coirieres, a Girl of Eight 
Years of Age, loft the Ufe of her Limbs to 
fuch a Degree, that the crawled and went 
upon Four : Befides, fhe wrefted her Mouth 
ina very ftrange Manner. She continued in 
that Condition till the 19th of the nexe 
Month, when her Parents believing fhe was 
pofleffed with rhe Devil, caufed her to be 
exorcized in a Church. It appeared then 
that fhe had Five Devils, whofe Names were 
Wolf, Cat, Dog, Foky, and Griffin, The 
Prieft ask'd the Girl, how fhe came to have 
fo many Devilsin her Body. She anfwered, 
that Frances Secretain, ( pointing at her 
among thofe, that were prefent at the Exor- 
cifm, ) had fent thofe Devils into her Body. 
That Woman lived in the fame Village, and 
was about Fifty Eight Years old. Notwith- 
flanding the Exorcifm, the Devils did not 
come out. When the Girl came home, fhe 
defired her Pather and Mother to pray for 
hes, being perfuaded that fhe would be 
quickly difpoffefs'd by that Means. This 
the faid, as the Night was coming on. Soon 
after the told her Parents, that Two Devils 
were dead , and that if they went on with 
their Prayers , thofe that remained , would 
fare no better. Her Parents fpentthe whole 
Night in praying. The next Morning, at 
Break of a » the Girl happen’d to be 
worfe than fhe ufed to be, and belchéd 


continually. At laft, as the was fteoping, 
the Devil, came out through her Mouth in 
as onc’s 
Devil, 
whofe 


the Shape of feveral Balls as bi 
Pift, and as red as Fires; but t 














whofe Name was Cat, appeared very Black. 
All thofe Devils bounced Three or Four 
Times about the Fire, -and then vanith'd 
away. The Girl began to be on the mend. 
ing Hand. 

Frances Secretain; béimg committed to 
Gaol, was Three Days without confefliag 
any thing, and protetted chat fhe was inne- 
cent. She feem’'d to be a very devout Wo. 
man, and had always Beads in her Hands. 
Bot our Aurhor obferves , that there was no 
Crofs in her Beads, or at leaft none thac 
was entire; which he took to be a Pre. 
fumption againft her. Judge Beguet makes 
another Remark: It was obferved (fays he) 
chae whilft fhe was examined, fhe fhed no 
Tears, tho’ the ofren endeavoured to do it : 
For which Reafon fhe was more clofely 
confined, and théy began to threaten her. 
Ic was thought expedient to fee whether che 
Devil had imprinted any Mark upon her 
Body : Accordingly the was ftripe flark na- 
ked ; but no Satanical Mark was found about 
her. Then they fhaved her Head ; but che 
Hair was no fooner off, than the began to 
quake all over her Body , and to confefs {e- 
veral things on that Day, and the following 
Days. 

he moft confiderable Articles of her 
Confeffion, were, 1. That the had fent Five 
Devils into the Body of Lowife, Mailint. 
2. That long before fhe had given up her 
felf to the Devil, who look'd like a tall 
Black Man. 3..Thatthe Devil had knoWn 
her Four or Five times, in the Shape ‘of a 
Dog, or in the Shape of a Cat, and fometimes 
in the Shape of a Hen, and that his Sperma 
was very cold. 4. That fhe had been very 
often at the Devil's Meeting near Coirieres 
(the Village above-mentioned ) in a Place 
call’d Les Combes, and that fhe went thither 
ridig upon a white Stick. 5. That the 
danced im that Place, and beat the Water to 
raife-a Storm of Hail. 6, That the and 
James Boequet had occafioned the Death of 
Lewis Menneret by giving him a fmall Piece 
of Bread with fome of the Devil's Powder 
upon it. 7. That fhe had kill’'d many Cows 


by ftriking them with her Hand, or witha 
Wand, and. muttering certain Words over 
them. James Boequet accufed her of having 
changed. her fel 
ways denied it 

This Woman would have been burnt 
alive, had the not died in her. Confinement. 


into a Wolf; but fhe al- 
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-ing.a mere Fidtion. 
_Sesretaia was miftaken, whien fhe {aid the 


1Or 


Henry RBoguct tells us, ‘che «does dt 
doubt in the leaft but that ‘the: was ftratgted 
by the Devil. I Jeave.it to the:Readeis to 
make their Reflexions upoh this Narrative. 


We have feen that Frances Sicrete'n confelt 
that the Devil knew her, Qur:‘Authornamés. 
feveral other Witches , whe made the fame 
Confeffion. He believes it is the conftaric 
Praftice of the Devil, becaufe chat wicket. 
Spirie (ays be) knows that Women are Ve- 
ry fond of that Sport, ite affiires us, that 
Sorcerers turh themfelves into Women , to 
fatisfy the Luft of the Devil and his Mini- 
fters. -He adds, thac hé is none of thoft, 
who look upon fuch a Copulation as an imi- 
ginary thing; for all the Wiavards aad 

itches tried -before him 5 “acknowledged 
that they had Jain with Devils. Nay, he 
nathes two or three Witches, who gave 
him the true Dimenfions of the fecret Parts 
of the Devil. Mott’ Wiccheés (iays he) de- 
clare that this Copulation is-unpleafint and 
painful co them: Which does not well a- 
gree wich what he faid before, that the De- 
vil endeavours tO gain theic Atfeftion by his 
amoutous| Embraces, The Devil's Ugiinets 
(continues the Author) proceeds from the 
feveral Shapes he puts on , viz. OF a black 
Man, a Dog , a Cat, a Goat , anda Ram. 
This is fufficient to convince Judge Bogus, 
that what we céad in the Ancients concern- 
ing the Faun, the Satyrs, &c. is far from be- 
He fancies that Frances 


Devikknéw herin the Shape of aHén He 

thinks fhe meant in the Shape of a Goofe, 

becaufe that wicked Spirit does frequently 

transform himfelf into a Goofe, which has. 
octafioned this French Proverb , Le Diable » 

des pieds d Oye. He does nor think it im. 

probable chat fome living Creature may pro-- 
ceed from fuch a Copulation ; ‘ for (fays he) 

‘ not to mention the famous Paflage in Ge- 

‘ nefits, Merlin was born of a Deviland aWo.- 

‘man. The Hans and the Inhabitants of 
* Cyprus had the fame Original; and ’tis . 
* faid that Luther was- born by the Copulati«- 
‘on of the Devil with his Mother Marga- 
‘ ove’ 

I hope the Readers will not blame me for 
iving feveral Inftances of the prodigious . 
gnorance and Credulity of this Godge, Ic 

cannot be denied , that if Judges had been 
more Knowing and lefs Credulous in fosner 
Times, , 
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‘Times, we fhould not have heard of fo ma- 
ny Trials about Witchcraft. 

The Auther proceeds to give an Account 
of fome other Witches. Relande du Ver- 
nvis being upon her Trial , declared that fhe 

“went to the Devil’s Meeting on a large black 
Sheep, which carried her through the Air 
with a wonderfal Swiftnefs. Thievenne Paget 
foid,. That the Devil appeared to her the firft 
‘time at Noon , in the Shape of a tall black 
Man ; that the gave up her felf to him; that 
he carried her into a Houfe near the Mea- 
dow of Longchamois, where he knew! her, 
and then brought her back - to the fame 
Place where he took her. e are told that 
the Devil kept his Meeting in that Meadow. 
Our Author names Five Children , the old- 
eft whereof was not above Ten Years of 
Age, who declared they had been carried to 
one of the Devil’s Meetings. Two Wo- 
men told him , that as they were going a- 
Jong the Meadow of Longchamow, they per- 
ceived there was a Devil’s Meeting there, 
and went to it. Some Witches go to that 
Meeting, riding on a Goat, others on Horfe- 
back, and fometimes on a Broom ; and moft 
times they go out of their Houfes through 
the Chimney. 

Our Judge is of Opinion, that when the 
Witches leave their Beds in the Nighr, to 
go to their nofturnal Affemblies, the Devil 
places a Phantome in their Room, that is al. 
together like them ; and that a Husband in 
fuch a Cafe embraces a Speftre inftead-of his 
Wife, as the Poetstell us that Ixion em- 
brsced a Cloud inftead of June. Sometimes 
the Devil himfelf fupplies the Place of the 
Wife, and lies with the Husband in the 
Shape of 2 Woman. 

All the Sorcerers and Witches , tried by 
Judge Biguet, told. him that they went con- 
flantly co their nocturnal Meetings about 
Midnight, and that thofe Affemblies broke 
up alloon asthe Cock crew. The Author 
thinks that God out of his Infinire Mercy 
defigas to bring thofe deluded People to Re- 
pentance by the Cock’s Crowing , as St Pe- 
ter cepented of his Fault-when he heard the 
Cock crow. 

When Sorcerers and Witches meet they 
worthip the Devil, who appears fometimes 
in the Shape of a Man , and fometimes in 
the Shape of a Goat. They offer up fome 


Candles to him , whieh calt a Light of a 
blyilh Colour, and then kifs his Backfide. 
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Afterwards they fall a Gtcing with their 
Backs turned to each other. Some Devils 


‘play upon the Violin; and moft times Satan 


himfelf plays upon a Flute. When Dan. 
cing is over, they tie promifcuoufly one 
with another. This Lewdnefs is attended 
with acommon Meal. All Sorcerers de. 
clare that the Meat which they eat in thofe 
Meetings, has no manner of Tafte ; and 
molt of them add, that when they rife from 
Table, they are as Hungry as they were be. 
fore. After that Meal, every body is ob. 
liged to give an Account of what he has 
done fince the laft Meeting. Thofe who 
have been guilty of the moft wicked gin 4 
are highly commended for it ; but thofe, 
who have been lefs Mifchievous, are laught 
at by the whole Affembly , and moft times 
abufed and beaten by their Mafter. Then 
the Devil requires from them to renounce 
again God, and their Baptifm, and to {wear 
x a they will never fpeak of God, the Ho- 
ly Virgin, and the Saints, and that they will 
do to their Neighbours all the Mifchief they 
can. 

Our Author fays, it ig a common thin 
to prepare Storms of Hail at the Devil’s 
Meeting, in order to deftroy the Fruits of 
‘the Earth. But he obferves, that fometimes 
the poor and beggarly Sorcerers are againtt 
it, for fear of Starving , and quarrel with 
the Rich upon that Account. Henry Boguet 
was informed of this Particular by fome 
Wizzards, burnt at Champ/ite, who further 
faid, that wh. the rich Sorcerers undertale 
to raife thofe Storms, and are ftoutly oppo- 
fed by-the Poor, they find it neceflary to 
throw the Dice, in order to decide the Dif- 
ference, 

The Author obferves, as a very remarka- 
ble Thing, that moft of rhofe who had been 
executed at St Claude for Witchcraft, had no 
Crofs in their Beads, or at leaft that fome 
fmall Piece was wanting to éach Crofs. As 
if the fmall wooden Crofles of Beads could 
not eafily break and wear out by a Jong Uft. 
He makes another Obfervation, viz That 
all the Witches he examined, 4 « Judge, ne- 
ver fhed any Tears in his Prefence: But 
when he fpoke to them im private, their 
Tears were very plentiful. This is far from 
being a certain Sign of Guilt ; and granting 
that whar he fays is exadtly true, it may €a- 
fily be accounted for. How unhappy were 


thofe, that fell into the Hands of fucha 
crédulous Judge ! Ic 
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Ic is neceffery, fays he, to fhave the Heads 
of Sorcerers to Witches, becaufe they 
hide in their Hair a Drug, call’d the Charm 
of Silence; and whilft they have it about 
chem, they never confefs any thing, and if 
they are put to the Rack, they feel no Pain, 
Sometimes they -hide the Charm in their 
Cloaths; and therefore ‘tis an ufuel thing to 
give them_new Cloaths. Frances Secritain 
was ftript ftark naked, to know whether the 
Devil had imprinted any Mark on her Body; 
for ‘tis commonly believed, that fome 
Witches are mark'd in the Shoulder, others 
under the Eye-lid, fome under the Tongue, 
and others in their Secret # Parts. How- 
ever our Judge confeffes, that he never could 
fee any {uch Marks, tho’ he took great Care 
to find them out. One George Gand:llon 
fhewed him the Place, on which he had been 
mark’d by the Devil, wiz. in his Left 
Shoulder; bute our Author could not dif- 
cern the Mark for want of a skilful Chirurgeon. 
He believes, the Devil does frequently take 
off fuch Marks, when thofe that lif them. 
felves under his Banner, are committed to 
Gaol. Thus Judge Bogwet finds out a Rea- 
fon for every thing. 





Tif. 


OBSERVATIONS fur l’Obliquite 
de l’Echiptique. 


That is, OBSERVATIONS concerning 
the Obliquity of the Ecliptich. 


yt appears to me, that the {mall Variation, 
to be found in al] the Obfervations that 
are made for the Space of many Years upon 
the Obliquity. of the Ecliptick, is not to be 
afcribed to a real Variation of the Obliquity 
of the Ecliptick, as if the Angle it makes 
with theEquator was now {maller than it was 
fyme Years ago; which is perhaps theOpini- 





% The Readers will find a curious Report of 
Two Phyficians and Tkree Chirurgeons, in my 
ing ots Witches tricd at Genewa, paz.s 4, 
col. 2, of th: VM Volume of thefe Memoirs. 
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on of fome Aftronomers to this very Day, 
That Difference ought rather to be abetibed 
to a Variation in the Refraétion, as I have 
already faid upon fome other Occafions. 
And indeed, fince in the frequent Obferva- 
tions which I have made at all times about 
the apparent Lownefs of the Horizon of the 
Sea, | have found chat there is a continual 
Variation, which can only be afcribed to 
the different Conftitution of rhe Air ; I think 
there can be no doubt, that the Refraction 
does alfo continually vary in the Heights of 
the Stars, and particularly of the Sun, above 
the Horizon, according ro the different Con- 
fticution of the Air; tho’ not fo fenfibly,bue 
as they are more or lefs. elevated above the 
Horizon, However, it is not fo eafily dif- 
cerned as in the Lownefs of the Horizon of 
the Sea: 1. Becaufe thofe Heights of the 
Stars are always different, and do not afford 
a fixed Point. 2, Becaufe thofe Differences 
being lefs fenfible, as the Star is more eleva. 
ted above the Horizon ; the {mall Differen- 
ces that are found in thofe Heights are im- 
puted to the Obfervation , or to the Inftru. 
ment; which cannot be done in the Ob- 
fervations of the Horizon. 

It feems therefore more reafonablée to af: 
cribe to that Variation of Refra@tions, in the 
Solftitial Heights of the Sun, the {mall Va- 
riation obfervable in the Obliquity of the 
Ecliptick , than to admit a teal Variation in 
the Obliquity.of the Eclipsick, which would. 
occafion a great Confution in Aftronomy, 
and befides is far from — fufficiently, 
proved, as itappears from all the Obfervatt- 
ons, that have been made hitherto. 

Tho’ the Inflruments be never fo good 
and fo-large, I think Obfervations will ne- 
ver be-performed more exa&ly: The diffe- 
rent Conftitution of the Air will always 
prevent it. [repeat it agein, what isobfer-. 
ved in the Horizen isa Prefumption, or ra- 
ther a Demonftration for all the. Heights, im 
which the Variation of the Refragtion can- 
not be fo eafily and fo certainly obferved ; 
but the Exiftence. of the Variation in the 
Horizon, is a Proof of the Exiftence of the 
Variation in the feveral Heights above the 
Horizon. 

Dees. it follow from thence, that Mr. 
Coffini’s Tables of the Refratien for the 
Hcights of the-Scars above the Horizon are 
not right? By no means, They are: righe 
in -a ‘certain “Confitution of the Air ; bor 
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ps they will not fo exaétly agree in 


{O4 


other Conftitutions, Can ene ive 
Rules and Tables for all the different Con- 
ftitutions of the Air? I don’e think it poffi- 
bie. Befides, how can an Obfervator know 
thofe, which he ought to make Ufe of? 
His Bufinefs is to obterve, what happens in 
the Horizon of the Sea, if he can fee it, fo 


RCH 1772. 





hat he mey j how much the Refra@ion 
in ihe Poet Rig Ae Stars may be encreafed 
or Ieffen’d, when fome important Obferva. 
tions require, that he fhould mind thofe 
Aftronomical Niceties. Such is the Ufe 
that can be made of the Obfervations of the 
apparent Lownefs of the Horizon of the 
Sea with refpe& to Aftronomy. 


_ 





- 
- += — . ~71* 


LEIP SICK. 
A Second Edjtion of Sanéius's Commen- 
tary upon Job has been reprinted h-re. 
Gafparu Sandit Centamputcolani , ¢ Societe 
%efu Theologi , in Collegio Complutenfi Sacrarum 
Litterarum quondam Iuterpretis, in Libeum Fob 
Commentarii , cum Parapbrafi. Nunc fecundo 
prodeunt, Indicibys cum Locorum Scriptura, Re- 
gularum C Proverbiorum, tum rerum memora~ 
bilium iluftrati: cum nova Prafatione vitam 
Auforis complexa, Lipfia. 1712. in qte, Coll, 
148, : 
"The fir Edition of this Commentary, 
publifh’d at Lyons in the Year 1674. is ve- 


ry {carce. 
PARIS. 


HE moving Sphere according to the 
Syftem of Copermicus, made by Mr Pi- 
geon, isa very Curious Piece of Work. Tho 
it be but Eighteen laches in Diameter, and 
Five Foor. four Inches high , it is fulficient 
to perform eafily all the Demonftrations. 
That Sphere has been engraved by Mr. Pi- 
geon's Direction. The Stamp is attended 
with a fma!l Book, containing a Defcription 
of that Ingenious Machine, and the wing the 
ufe of it. 
Rather Calmet has pubhf’'d a Commen. 
tary ® upon the three firlt Books of Kings 
Commntairve licteral fur tous les livres de 
LT Ancien du Nowvean Teflament, par le R. P 
D. Auguflin Calmet, Religieux Benedif¥in de le 
Congregation ae Saint Vanne © de S$ Hydu'phe. 
Les trois premiers Livres des Rois, Paris.17 11. 
smate Pagz. i 4>. 
The Author has inferred Pour Differ- 
terions in this Commentary. In the 





% Sceean Accounc ef bis ether Commentaries 


in the Ut Welume of taefe Memoirs. Lock for 
Calmet in the Index, 


Firft, he treats of the Origin of the Phily. 
fines, and of the Deities worfhipped by that 
Nation, wi. Dagon, Beel-[ebub, Aftareth, 
Marnas ( mentioned by Stephanus Byzantinus), 
and Berith, or Baal-Berith The Second 
Differtation concerns Samuel's Apparition to 
Saul, about which the Commentators do vee 
ry much differ, Father Calmet believes, 
that Samuel himfelf did truly appear to Saul, 
by God’s Order , and that the Devil had no 
Hand in that Prodigy; but he knows not 
whether it was in Corpore, or extra Corpus, 

The Author enlarges, Gpon the Perfon and 
the Arms of Goliath in his Commentary. 
That Giant was about Twelve Foot and a 
Half in Height. His Coat of Mail weighed a 
Hundred and Fifty Six Pounds and a Quar- 
ter. The Head of his Spear weighed about 
Twenty Pounds. His Helmet, his Shield, 
and his other Arms had doubrlefs the fame 
Proportions An Author, having carefully 
examined thofe Proportions, found that the 
compleat Armour of that Giant weighed 
Two. Hundred Seventy Two Pounds and 
Thirteen Ounces. 

The Wealth which David left to Solomon, 
makes the Subje& of the IiId Differtarion. 
Thofe, who are beft skilld in the Weights, 
Meafures, and Coins of the Ancients, won- 
der how that Prince could leave behind him 
fuch a prodigious Treafure. Father Ca/met 
undertakes to fhew, that Dav’d might eafily 
hoard up thofe immenfé Sums. His. Reiga 
was very long: He conquered rich Nations; 
and cook alltheir Wealen from them. Ara« 
bia, and Edem abounding in rich Mines, and 
the other Countries fubducd by him, paid 
bh ma conftant Tribute. His Empirereached 
from the Ewphriates to the Nile, &e.., 

The IVth Differtation runs upon the 
Temples of the Ancients. | 
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